
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



340 PSYCHOLOGICAL LITERATURE. 



V.— MISCELLANEOUS. 



Psychologic de V Attention. Th. Eibot. Paris, 1889, pp. 180. F. Alcan. 

The convenience of M. Ribot's compilations will make welcome 
all contributions from his pen. Like his former works, the present 
monograph opens out a comparatively novel topic and treats it 
suggestively. Attention is a concentration of the mind, a monoide- 
ism. The typical movement of thought is a polyideism ; a lighting 
on one thought, dwelling upon it slightly, then flitting to another, 
and so on. Change, movement, is the normal law. Attention, 
furthermore, is of two kinds, spontaneous and voluntary. The 
latter is the one most commonly treated, but is theoretically less 
important. The more primitive is the former, in which normal 
vital interest guides the attention. We see this in animals attracted 
by all that is connected with food ; in children staring at the 
brightest color and listening to the loudest sound. In voluntary 
attention we are guided by what experience has proved to be useful. 
We substitute an artificial end for the natural attractiveness, until 
the power of holding the attention becomes second nature. This 
is the power that is educationally so useful; the absence' of which 
is typical in the shiftlessness, the instability of the hereditary 
criminal, and its presence typical in the devoted student absorbed 
beyond all interruptions in his chosen work. To the description 
and detailed exposition of each of these psychologic processes M. 
Ribot devotes a chapter. The third chapter is devoted to the 
morbid states of the attention. A variety of forms occur. There 
is the constant dwelling upon trifles, the fixed ideas, the reasoning 
mania, where one cannot get away from attending to one narrow 
trivial train of thought ; there is the lack of concentrative power 
seen in idiocy, in the incoherence of mania, in dementia, and in 
milder forms, from the influence of drugs or a headache. Perhaps 
the apex of concentration is seen in the trance states of hypnotism, 
where the mind seems a blank, except the single point upon which 
the suggestion has been given. The religious ecstasies are of a 
similar kind, and the case of St. Theresa distinguishing seven 
stages of ecstasy is given as a type. The mechanism of attention 
is motor. It is initiative action. Whoever cannot control his 
muscles cannot control his attention. The motor accompaniments 
are not merely accessory ; they form an essential part of the 

Erocess. In concluding, M. Ribot completes his valuable survey 
y noticing the physical antecedents of good attention, regularity, 
a healthy nervous system, and the like. Brief as the monograph 
is, it offers about as complete and methodical a treatise on attention 
as we possess. J. J. 

Becherches sur la fatigue mentale. Fr. Galton. Revue Scientifique, 
Jan. 26, 1889. 
In this paper Mr. Galton gives a resume of 116 replies sent in by 
members of an English teachers' organization to six questions of his 
on the signs and extent of mental fatigue. The answers bring 
together a considerable list of such signs, and furnish an excellent 
basis for subjective and objective observation. Of special interest 
is a case in which fatigue caused temporary fits of color-blindness. 
As tests for fatigue the following are suggested : the length of time 



